r — . 


— —— — — 


— 
— — 


* a» "a4 — 


2 0 — 


3 


N * ——— — ———— * 
. B. 2 3 2K os 2 — Ms 
- | FRI 8 re. — 
— — — re 


de — 8 — 
COMPS. of Aft 


— —— — — 


406 Cs 


— — — 


. — —— 


* 


% wrt, 


— 


_ 4 


25 
CONSIDERATIONS 


5 — 
„„ my 


—ͤ rr II Ae — — Wes, 


PROPRIETY 


- 


OF REQUIRING A | 
f 35 = 
SUBSCRIPTION, to ARTICLES of FAITH. - 
54 ar 22 . ee l. 

— 24 . 2 .,. 


(ESPE 


* 
« 4 * 1 
4 N 1 . — — — - n n a a 
— 2 n Senn HINT rene earth — — — — 8 
1 - 0 . SIS ang * at . 
8 1 > jon 1 55 " — 2 A n n 0 - 
_-—_ . r * 2 > 1 n . oz : 
— 1 
- . og —— k. = — 2 - 2 - 5 
7 5 * N . - 4 * 8 
— . acted ee fx r Ins 22— tn = Cons — r — 2 — — — — — — — 
4 — — — — HIS, * De — ws — — 2 — — —y— _ : _ 
— — ; 8 _ 
— - — — — 
<2 - A - ot A EEE Vo Dong aw 3 : e = 


S 
— 


* 8 1 N.. — 
r W r 
F4 a . 5 
* KF N b 
— ————— — e 


The SECOND EDITION, correted nd enlarged. 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. Ronsox, in New Bond -ſtreet; B. Wurz, in 

Fleet-ſtreet; T. CaDBLL, in the Strand; J. WII EI, in St. 

8 ä and T. & J. MERAIIL, in Cambridge. 
MDCCLXXIV, 


a 


; | 
* 
5 4 
4 bs 
& 
L - 
bw? 
** : 
r * 
* 
a 
* 
* 
- * ps l 
* — 
. 
+ 
F 
F * 
g 
„ 


* 


* 


N 


— 
— 
« 
. 
* 
— 


— 
+ Ta 
* 02 *. 


. . 


: 1 4 
» " 8 2 
VS — 2 2 * 1 
L eee , 
Go * W 
X54 
— * 
e 
C70 4 
„ 
* 4 ; 
Pat on 2 N 
* 


AIRS; 2» 


CONSIDERATIONS 


ON THE 
FROFTKEETLYE 
or REQUIRING A 
' SUBSCRIPTION To ARTICLES or FAITH, 
NN a calm, and, as I truſt, impartial 


view of, the. Controverſy about 
oubſcriptions, which has ſubſiſted ſo long, 


and been ſupported with ſo much zeal; ' 


it appeared to me that ſeveral able writers, 
who had engaged in this cauſe, were 
even yet hardly got in ſight of the main 
Queſtion, concerning the true grounds of 
civil and eccleſiaſtical Polity; and that 
the whole might be ſet in a better 
light, by reviving and inforcing ſome 
of thoſe original maxims which ought 
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to direct all ſuch enquiries; but which 
in my apprehenſion have long been, 
and are ſtill, either too little under- 
ſtood, or too much diſregarded. 

J have no deſign here of entering into 
the ſubject matter of our Articles; but 
ſhall only beg leave to propoſe ſome ge- 
neral Obſervations, concerning the riſe 
and progreſs of a cuſtom, which ſeems 
to place certain explications of ſuppoſ- 
ed Scripture Doctrines on the ſame foot 
with the Scriptutes themſelves ;—to en- 


quire how far this practice may be 


juſt and expedient in the preſent times, 
or in itſelf defenſible at any time; — to ſee 
upon what principles it is founded; — 
what pleas are offered to ſupport it; and 
laſtly, point out fome of its effects. 
The Chriftian Religion, as originally 
eonſtituted, was very plain and practical; 
level to all — and calculated for 
the common good of mankind, in every 
ſtation and conduions both here and 
hereafter. 
But in proceſs of time, 1 converts 


flocked into the church from each ** 
ſe 


FFF ESF. S Inn., 8 


18 
pon 


1 
ſect and Gentile ſchoot of philoſoplry, 


and brought their eharacteriſtic dogmata 
along with them, this divine inſtitution 


ſwerving from the fimplictty of a moral 
diſcipline to the ſubtilties of metaphyſical 
debate, grew into a moſt ingenious 
ſyſtem of fpeculative ſcience; men of art 
and intrigue ſought to diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves, by introducing ſome peculiarities 
of their own. party into it; and on its 
gaining an eſtabliſnment in the world, 
ſtrove to get theſe eſtabliſhed along with 
it, in ſome elaborate creed or confeſſion 
the more involved and intricate the better, 
ſince the ſacred peculium was thereby 
ſeeured in fewer hands; and theſe refine- 
ments, being once impoſed, were the 
more readily received and propagated; 
as there was apprehended to be no ſmall 
merit, certainly appeared to be a conſi- 
derable benefit, in believing, or [which 
ſerved the purpoſe equally] Profeſſing to 
believe, and promiſing to maintain them *. 
Thus 


* Setting aſide ſuch partial, indirect views, it muſt 
upon the leaſt reflection be acknowledged, that a 
= Creed 
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Thus each ſucceſſive age went on cry. 
ing up, and contributing its ſhare to the 
bulky code of ſuch abſtruſe credenda; and 
in proportion to its zeal for theſe, flight- 

5 ing 
Creed ought to be very clear and intelligible to all 
perſons; conſiſting of the moſt eſſential points 
wherein all parties are agreed, and into which ichoo] 
terms and ſubtilties of diſputation ſhould neyer be 
admitted, 

The terms of Chr. iftian Communion ſhould likewiſ 
be very general and comprehenſive, and abſtruſe 
- controverted doctrines diſcharged as far as it is 
poſſible, from public forms of devotion. 

By theſe means a Liturgy might eaſily be framed, 
wherein all ſects of Chriſtians might join, and 
prove perhaps the beſt means of promoting mutual 
peace and harmony amongſt us; while after the good 
example of ſome Jeſs eminent, though perhaps not 
leſs perfect, Churches, we manifeſt ourſelyes to be 
really members of, what we daily profeſs a belief 
in, the Holy Catholic Church ; and preſerve, as far 
as in us lieth, the Communion of Saints; and there- 
by give no unimportant ſenſe to theſe two articles 
of our Creed, thus ſtanding in cloſe connection with 
each other, and the former of them very properly 
inferring the latter: which it plainly does, both as 
implying an obligation, and as including a privilege. 
Since if chriſtian communion and ſocial worſhip be 
a chriſtian man's duty, they muſt alſo be his right: 


and i we are — to Jeſt the aſſembling if 
: ourfel ves | 


3 
jag the proper grounds and objects of a 
rational faith, and detracting from the 
importance, and diſerediting che Practice 
of each chriſtian virtue, | 


ourſelves together, how can we anſwer for the ob · 
ſtructing of it in others, and keeping them at an 
ynneceſlary diſtance from us, by needleſs es- 
tions ? 

Dogmata creditu neceſſaria ſunt pauciflima, intra 
breve Apoftolorum Symbolum contenta, cujus profeſſio 
ia Liturgiis unice a baptizando requiritur, et ab 
Eccleſia Baſilienſi in adminiſtratione ſacræ cane 
repetitur, hoc addito Epiphonemate * His Articulis, 
Fratres, fimus contenti, nec quenquam qui hoc credit 
temere damnæmus. Was; R. T. Vol. II. p. 874. 
de Interpr. 

But as the preſent age, V5 much ſoever improv- 
ed in religious knowledge, ſeems yet far from en- 
tertajning ſuch a liberal plan; moſt people, inſtead of 
looking into the true nature and deſign of Chriſtia- 
nity, as delivered in its original records, and pur- 
ſued in the more primitive times, being ſtill apt 
to view it in a ſyſtematic way, as conſiſting of vari- 
ous doctrinal points, drawn from different ſources 
of philoſophy, whether ancient or modern; z— This 
being in a great meaſure ſtill the caſe, we muſt, I 
fear, ſubmit to prejudices z ; and inſtead of amuſing 
ourſelves with viſionary ſchemes of perfection, it 


may 1 be ſufficient here to oo out a few 
hints, 


( 6 n 
And thus every age grew worle and 


worle z 15 dunner to a criſis, on 
e 


Aints of a more Sed kind, by ſuggeſting 
ſome. relaxation from the preſent mode of aſſent; 
which entails a whole ſyſtem on us at once; as will 
appear upon the ſlighteſt inſpection. 

For though theſe ſame Articles are called "OY 
Thirty-nine, yet no man muſt from hence imagine, 
that he has only thirty-nine Propoſitions to deal 
with; he will find four or five times that number, 
though bound up indeed into fo many bundles, 
The ſecond Article alone contains thirteen very ſub- 
Rantial propoſitions; the ſeventeenth, twelve; the 
twenty- fifth as many. How many are included in 
the thirty-fifth tis impoſſible to ſay, as it implies 


our aſſent to twa whole Books, one of which is 
now ſcarcely extant, and the other appears to want 
conſiderable elucidations, before it can be rightly 
wider ftanded of the People, 

Now may it not well 3 whether in 
any one ſcience or ſubject, ſuch a multitude of pro- 
poſitions can be found, beyond abſolute intuition or 
demonſtration, wherein even twelve men, much leſs 
where twelve thouſand, and a perpetual ſucceſſion of 
them, through every viciflitude of learning and 
| knowledge, can be made en . and 
' uniformly, ? | | 

Concerning theſe. in b iv may be ſulfcient 
to obſerve, that they either deliver doctrines in 
which, all men are agreed, and ſo far muſt be ſuper- 
fluous; or handle points about which many ſerious 
men ſtill doubt and diſpute; and ſo fall within the 
ſubſequent Conſiderations, 


— (9 ) | 
the revival of Letters, this enormous riaſs - 
of corruption was laid open, and ſome 
Reformation called for in fo loud a man- 
ner, that the conductors of theſe political 
machines were no longer able to 1 
$6 call, or ſtifle it. 8 

They who renounced ſome groſs errors 
of the Romiſb church, ſet out upon theſe 

tro folid and ſef-evident principles : 
| Firſt, that the holy Scripture is our 
only Fandard both of faith and practice: 

And ſecondly, that its meaning is to 
be aſcertained to us by our own n on 
the whole. | 
Now according to theſe dn the 
nature and extent of every man's religi- 
ons perſuaſion in points of faith, muſt 
be à thing purely perſonal, tranſacted 
only between God and his own con- 
ſcience; there being no third perſon com- 
miſſioned to determine it for him; no 
ſect or ſociety on earth, how reſpectable 
ſoe ver, upon whoſe authority he can ab- 
ſolutely depend, and which may be ſe- 
curely pleaded as ſufficient to juſtify him 
in Hem dependence; nor conſequently 
ers which 


66 3 
Frhich has a right to control his determia 
nations in this reſpect. I bo art thou 
that judgeſt another man's ſervant ? To bis 
own maſter he ftandeth or falleth, Why 
deft thou then judge thy brother, and ſes 
at nought thy brother, ſeeing every one of 
Us ball give account of himſelf to God? 
If then, in this eaſe every man muſt 
anſwer for himſelf, is it not fit and equi- 
table that he be allowed, and invited to 
judge for himſelf? Under ſuch eircum- 
ſtances may not each individual, who 
has common ſenſe, proceed according to 
the meaſure and proportion of it? (and if 
he has not, what good will his religion 
dao him?) Ought not every one, that can 
be termed a reaſonable creature, to make 
uſe of his reaſon, moſt eſpecially in mat- 
ters of the laſt importance, and follow its 
direQions to the utmoſt of his capacity, 
be it ever ſo ſmall?—and when we have 
Juſt ideas of Chriſtianity, we ſhall ſee that 
no very great one is required for the pur- 
poſe: —Muſt he not rt up his private 
judgment, and abide by it, in all articles 
of belief which concern his eternal wel- 
"I. fare; 


8 


fare; ſo long as ever he apprehends them 
to be ſuch; ſo long as he continues ſen- 


ible that he has a ſoul of his own to be 


laved,, and that by the Bonęſt or ſincere 
application of thoſe abilities that God 
has given him [which is all the merit I 
know in believing] he muſt faithfully 
approve himſelf to the ſame God, and 
diligently work out his on alvation? 


The pious proteſtants above mention- 


ed, though fully ſatisfied both of the truth 


and the importance of theſe principles, 


on which they had hitherto proceededy 
jet aware how greatly they were miſre- 
preſented and abuſed on that account; 
began to think it neceſſary to repel the 
various calumnies that had been caſt up- 
on them, by ſetting forth ſome public 
Conflitutions or Confeſſions, as a declara- 
ton both of their faith and worſhip 
and to make ſuch deelaration ſtill more 
wthentic, they likewiſe engaged them- 
ſelres in a mutual bond of conformity to 
ll theſe Conſtitutions. — 

But here theſe good men were not 
qually aware, how little agreeable this 
at part of their conduct might prove to 
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the principles purſued by them in the 
former; or rather how greatly it would 
contribute to the #uilding up again that 
ſpiritual Tyranny, which they had fo long 
laboured to dz rey: nor did they imagine 
in how ſhort a time this Bulwark, raiſcd 
for their ſafeguard and defence againſt the 
common Foe, was to become a. wall f 
' ſeparation, which would divide them from 
each other; a rot of bitterneſs amongſt 
them, whereby many would be troubled 
and defiled ; in thort, one of the chief 
_ cauſes: of their mutual diſtraction and 
| Gon. {ft 0 

This appears to tives: be cafe 
more or leſs in all proteſtant countries 
throughout Europe; a lamentable detail 
of whoſe diviſions and diſtreſſes on that 
very account, makes up the main a of their 
HURT 2 ING * . 
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"a Videbat Chriftizoum orbem ob varias de reli * 
gione opiniones in partes miſers ſcifſum et diſcen 0 
tum j animes odio mutuo acerbatos, eecleſiæ uni 2 
tatem conculcatam, charitatem extinctam: nes — 
ullum mali hiſce adhiberi poſſe remedium, fon Chet 


et ſcaturigine dorum non ſublata. 
Omniun 


BY 
'-Andihere I cannot well avoid remark- 
ing, that all kinds of engagements de- 


clarative of our full and final perſuaſion 


in +1 2095 "os N — reputable ſo- 


4 a fly, 85 ever 


| Omnium autem malorum fontem deprehendit, 
quodhomiges, ſimplicitate facre Scripture derelictã, 
verba formulaſque loquendi Spiritui ſanto ignotas 
excogitayerant, iiſque tanquam Segwyeurey. con- 


nefas; He teſſeræ et xprngua fuerunt, ex quibus 
othodoxi ab hæteticis dignoſcerentur ; nec ulli ad 
_ ſacra niſi formularum harum ſubſcriptione 

Quod aliis jugum intolerandum' videtur, 

qui 55 Scripturam unicam fidei regulam agne- 
ſoentes, conſcientias ſuas humanis verbi divini inter- 
pretationibus, perinde atque verbo ipſo, 'adftringi 
indigniſſime ſerunt. Hinc dum illi pro verborum a 
ſe excogitatorum auctoritate, hi pro ſud libertate 
tant, miſera fit eccleſiz ruptura, | 

Unicum huic malo remedium eſt, omnibus hu- 
julmodi humanis formulis rejeRis ad ſacræ Scrip- 
turæ fimplicitatem reverti, et, ad apoſtolorum ex- 
emplar, loꝗui prout Spiritus ſanctus nobis dedit 
eloqui, 

Compendioſiſſima id obtinendi via eft, formu- 
larum harum et phraſium multiplices defectus et 
incommoda oftendere, iifque malum cui tollendo 


excogitantur, non ſanari, ſed exaſperari. Limborch 
Pref. ad Curcell. Op. Calc. Add Limb. Theol. 


Chriſt, C. ult, fin. et Curcell Præf. ad Epiſcopii Op. 
4 * , *Kecle- 


ſeientias aliorum alligarunt, a quibus recedere eſſet 
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ever they may have long been in moſt 
Churches, yet are wholly founded upon 
principles directly oppoſite to thoſe above- 
mentioned; and rely upon the follow. 
ing ſuppoſition, viz. that a Teacher of 
the Goſpel has a power ſo far to abridge 
his chriſtian liberty, as to entangle him: 
ſelf with new yo#es, or tie himſelf up by 

Si poor from Wer e examining 


the 
Mi | Bocleſiaſtica hiſtory will ſhew ys one (evil than 
which none began ſooner, or ſtretched itſelf farther, 
or hath more diſturbed and diſtreſſed the Chriſtian 
world in all ages; and that evil is, The impoſing 
unreaſonable terms of -cammunion, and requiring 
Chriſtians to profeſs doctrines not propounded in 
ſcriptural wards, but inforced as conſequences from 
paſlages. af Scripture ; which ane may call ſyſtems 
of conſequential divinity. I could propoſe a long liſt 
of queſtions relating to critical, metaphyſical, ſpe- 
culatiye diyinity, which happily are left at large, 
and not converted into articles of faith. And what 
is the conſequence ? The conſequence is, that many 
of the learned never think at all about them; that 
they who have conſidered them axe of divers opi- 
pions ; that inquiſitiye men haye diſputed about 
them; and that peeviſh men have abuſed one ano- 
ther about them: but no ſchiſm hath been cauſed, 
por hath the peace of the Church or the State been 
diſturbed by them. Fortin, Second Charge. Vol, 
VII. p. 401—2. Comp. Chandler Introd. to Link, 
Hiſt. Inquif. $. 3: No. vi. &c, 
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me Word of God, and with equal im- 
partiality explaining it agreeably to ſuch 
examination, in all points, and at 
all ſeaſons, to the very beſt of his judg- 
ment, and the then meaſure of his un- 
gerſtanding. Which judgment or un- 
derſtanding if it is, as, with the gener- 
ality of thinking men, it will always be, 
in a progreſſive ſtate ; ought it not to be 
kept always open and unbiaſſed? Should 
not we eſteem it our chief duty at all 
events to ſecure, that ingleneſ. of eyes. 
which is a qualification abſolutely neceſ- 
fary for any fair enquiry; and which 
muſt include an unalienable Property, 
an. indefeaſible Right inſeparable from 
the allegiance which belongs to Chriſt 
our only Lord and Mafer ; to the preſer- 
vation of which we ſhould conſider our- 
{elves as lying under a perpetual obliga- 
tion, antecedent to all compacts, pro- 
miſes or oaths, made in any wiſe to the 
contrary, and indiſpenſable by them? 

And ſeeing the ſame word of God is 
owned to be an adequate rule, amply 
{ufficient for eternal ſalvation, and our 


624 


only ſafe guide to it; we ought ſurely to 


be content with this rule, and leave every 
docttine in exactly the ſame degree of pre- 
cifion, under which it as there origi- 
_ eee We mould beware of 

N e having 


= But it muſt again to ot forrow be confeſſed, 
that many eceleſiaſtical ſocieties were ſo far from 
being content with the plain, eaſy, natural plan of 
their primitive inſtitution, that they could not reſt 
till they had got ſomg artificial ſyſtem, or ſet of doc- 
trines, as -a badge to diſtinguiſh them from ſome 
other ſocieties of their fellow Chriſtians, or to make 
party diſtinctions among themſelves ; though ſuch 
particular doctrines are not to be found in their 
original ſtandard, without wre Ming it: uhich may 
be done many ways, even oppoſite to each other: 
v. g. either firſt, by extending and enlarging ; or 
ſecondly, by cramping and confining it. 

1. By taking ſome of its terms in a general, 410. 
ute ſenſe, as including the yubole nature, eſſonce, 
ſubſtance, &c. of an incomprehenſible Being, where 
ſuch Being is only ſet forth relatively, i. e. ſo far as 
he reſpects us, or as may concern our . 

and duty to him: K 
' 2. By diving into the e. 
thing, which is only laid down in general words; 
though theſe be ſufficient to convey to us as clear 
and complete ideas of the Doctrines contained in 
them, as probably we are capable of receiving, and 
making a right uſe of, in our preſent ſtate. By 


( 15 ) 

havi ng any other Goſpel preached unto us, 
or any other articles propounded to us 
for Gęſpel v. we neither ſhould ourſelves 
attempt to fix, nor, ſo far as in us lieth, 
ſuffer others to fix any ſtandards, or cri- 
terions of faith ſeparate from this goſ- 
pel, as containing ſome authentic expoſi- 
tions of it; and theſe of ſuch authority, 
that the text mſelf muſt bend to them 
= occaſion, and be determined by 

as they are a, again by that 
in a > Mev | 


part of the whole Popiſh ſyſtem, and 

eaſily 

By theſe means men are apt to involve themſelves 

in endleſs difficulties, and often mand to entail. _ 
ſame on all ſucceeding generations. 


Inſtandes of this common conduct are too obvious 
to need naming. 


Vid. Locke on Gal. i. 7 8, 9. 8 
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_ marvel ye are fo ſoon removed unto another 

which is not owing to any thing elſe, but only this, * 


ye are troubled by a certain fort of men, who would. 


everturn the Goſpel of Our qt by making other things 
_ neceſſary 


Such a proceeding ann the worſt 
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5 
eaſily makes way for all the reſt: and 
perhaps anſwers more exactly than ſome 
may imagine to St. Paulis charge of cor- 
rupting the word of Gs and handling it 
deceigfully. 
Againſt all 8 1 . 
this Apoſtle has repeatedly . forewarned 
us *: and well were it for us would we 
carefully attend to his admonition; being 
ever diligent in cultivating and improving 
our knowledge of the Scriptures in their 
true ſpirit, and original purity > ever wil- 
ling to impart the fruits of ſuch pro- 
ficiency to our brethren, as occaſion may 
be offered. 
This is what our own church ſolemnly 
requires of us, [how . conſiſtently with 
ſome other requiſitions is here little to 
the purpoſe ;] to the ſame we with equal 
ſolemnity pledge ourſelves, 'at our en- 
trance on the miniſtry : which formal 
3 eee -S" 
neceſſary beſide thoſe which are evidently contained 
_— early did this ſpirit. of impoling, ſtiled the 
myſtery of iniquity, begin to work! ? 
Ou. xamnaevorres — und Jonurres Tov Nor. 
2 Cor. ii. 17. iv. 2. 
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declaration indeed properly reminds us 
of, and publickly repeats, but cannot in 
ſtrictneſs either create or alter the obli- 
gation; ſince our original duty to the 
ſupreme Governor muſt remain in full 
force, how ſeldom ſoever we are induced 
to recognize it, or how much ſoever we 
may riſk it by ſubmitting to injunctions 
from ſubordinate governors ; which may 
vary from or prove repugnant to it, as 
ſhall ſuit the taſte and temper of thoſe 
who are pleaſed to * his legiſlative 
authority. | 

from what has been nde chere 
appears: ſufficient reaſon to conclude, that 
any implicit ſubmiſſion to any ſuch autho- 
ity, is hardly cenſiſtent with that entire 
obedience which is due to the ſole Author 
of ſalvation ; that ſtri& attention which 
ever ſhould be paid to the terms thereof 
preſcribed by himſelf, and plainly ſet 
forth in his holy word; by which word 
we know, all of us are to be judged at 
the aft day; and which is left with us to 
be carefully applied in every exigence 
o our conſciences, and interpreted {all 


5 N 


* 


in the laſt reſort, by our own reaſon, 


uſe whereof, as aboveſaid, and for that 


8) 
poſſible helps being uſed for that purpoſe] 


and not that of another : for the upright 


alone, we are properly accountable, 
whatever be the reſult of ſuch enquiries 
and interpretations *. | 

With regard to the right of requiring 
Subſcription deduced from the nature of a 
fecrety, as ſuch, which writers on that ſide 


generally ſet out with; it reſts entirely U 
on this argument or aſſertion, viz. that 
the church, like other ſocieties, has af tt: 
power to preſcribe its own terms of ad-. "0 
mittanee, der 
The literal, plain and uncontrovertible mean aut 
ing of en without any addition or ſuppl luc] 
by way of interpretation, is that alone which w * 
are bound to accept. I take not this to be a 
particular conceit of mine, but that unto wic itlel 
our church ſtands neceſſarily bound. When vl the 
receded from the church of Rame, one motive was regu 
| becauſe ſhe added unto Scripture her Gloſſes, A 
canonical, to ſupply what the plain Text of Scrin « 
ture did not yield. If in place of others, we ſ rig! 
up our own Gloſſes, thus to do. were nothing eli Eun: 
but to pull down Baal, and ſet up an £phod; bind, 
run round and meet — church of Nome agal If 79 


in the ſame point, in which at firſt we left hel 
F. Hales, Gold. Rem. p. 19. 


6 
mittance, and annex what conditions it 
pleaſes to the privileges it confers; and 
ſo long as no man is compelled to ſub- 
ſeribe, ſay they, but left at liberty either to 
accept the emoluments offered, upon the 
terms they are offered, or to decline them 
both; there can be no reaſon to complain 
of hardſhip. 

But this capital argument may bers 
on examination appear inapplicable to 
the preſent caſe. | 

For if the ſociety i is ſomething more 
than a mere human eſtabliſhment, or 
voluntary combination of men, and 
derives its conſtitution from ſome higher 
authority; the terms of admittance into 
ſuch ſociety, may be fixed by the very 
authority that conſtituted the ſociety 
itſelf, and conſequently placed out of 
the power of any bye-law, or ſubſequent 
regulation or reſtraint. In this view, 
the matter ſeems to have been conſidered 
onginally. Ads viii. 36. And the 
Eunuch ſaid, See here is water, what doth 
binder me to be baptized ? And Philip ſaid, 
If thou believeſt with all thy heart, thou 

D 2 mayeſt. 


| . G2 J 
ak And be anſwered and ſaid, I believe 
that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of Gad. 

Ho different is this ſnort Creed from | 
the long and crowded Confeſnone of later 
* e 143. 

Tbid. m I 7˙ Forginicbh hon. as Gd 
gave them the like Gift, as he did unto us 
who believed in the Lord TFeſus Chrif, 
what was I that I could withſtand God? 
Can. any man forbid water that theſe ſhould 
not be baptized which have received the 
Holy: Ghoſt as well at we? ib. x. 47, 
Comp. Adi xv. 19, &c. Where in the 
very firſt and moſt orthodox council, 
St. James gives his judgment againſt 
troubling thoſe with impoſitions, who 
from among the Gentiles had been turned 
to God, and on ſuch converſion been 
favoured with extraordinary Gifts. 

In theſe and the like paſſages, does 
there appear any. right of arbitrary ex- 
cluſion? Is it not clear, on the contrary, 
that the. Apoſtles and Elders eſteemed 
themſelves bound to receive all Converts 
on a general profeſſion of their faith in 


COIN and their complying with the 
terms 


oO wy n» me 


( 21 ) 
terms of his: Goſpel ; and were no more 
at liberty to ſhut them out, than to force 
them in; or authoriſed to lay upon them 
any other &urden, beſide a few neceſſary 
things, 2. e. neceſſary for the then ſtate 
and circumſtances of theſe converts, of 
which neceſſity the impoſers, or rather 
continuers, of ſuch burden were very 
competent judges ? 1 3861... 
© Farther 5 If the acts of this ſame 
ſociety often draw after them conſe- 
quences relative to another, wherein it 
has no right to interfere; and very nearly 
affect the civil property of individuals, 
over which it has no juriſdiction; ſhould 
it not be extremely cautious in framing 
ſuch determinations, as are attended with 
theſe conſequences ? 

Again: Do not all ſuch particular, 
minute regulations properly belong to 
Ti emporals, whereof the reſpective gover- 
nors in each community have the diſpoſal? 
and ſhould they with equal ſtrictneſs and 
preciſion take place in Spirituals, which 


cannot in like manner be diſpenſed by 
| theſe 


622) 
theſe governors, or become e; to 
their cogniſance? ja 

As to the allegation, thas chere can be 
no room to complain of hardſhip, where 
there is no compulſion; though it were 
allowed, that men are not properly com- 
pelled to declare their aſſent to what they 
cannot believe; yet it muſt alſo be al- 
lowed, that they are oftentimes violently 
tempted to it: and it is hard to ſay, how 
either church or ſtate can find its account 
in hazarding as well the peace, as probity 
of its members, by leading them into all 
the labyrinths of a looſe, and a perfidious 
caſuiſtry; more eſpecially when it is 
conſidered, that conſcience once ſtrained, 
ſeldom contracts again to its firſt dimen- 
ſions . 


Nor 


* Is not St. Paul's admonition in a like caſe 
equally applicable to the preſent ?—1 Cor. viii. . 
Take heed leſt by any means this Liberty [or as it is in 
the margin, Power] of yours become a flumbling- 
block to them that are weak. When ye fin ſo againſt the 
brethren, and wound their weak conſtience, ye ſin 
againſt Chrijt, ver. 12. To the ſame purpoſe is his 


whole 14th chapter to the Ramans, where the ſame 
3 good 


„ 
Nor does any farther ſecurity ſeem 
requiſite in eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments, 
than that of public acquieſcence under 
their deciſions, as ſo many known laws 
of the land, to which we ſubmit, - what- 
ever may be our private ſentiments con- 
cerning their utility: nor does it ſeem 
reaſonable, that any farther Teſt be im- 
poſed upon a miniſter in any church, 
than his promiſe of compliance with, or, 
as the act of uniformity expreſſes it, 
ing the liturgy, rites and offices of that 
church in which he is to miniſter. This 
one would think ſufficient for any valu- 
able purpoſe, without an expreſs pro- 
feſſion of ſuch” miniſter's preſent belief 


cOn- 


good advice is repeatedly inculcated upon that 
church, and cannot be too ſtrongly recommended to 
our attention. Let us not therefore judge one another 
any more, But judge this rather, that no man put 
a ſtumbling block, or an occaſion to fall in his brother's 
way, ver. 13. Does not what the ſame Apoſtle ſays 
of uncleanneſs hold equally good of untruth? There 
may be nothing in all the points enjoined untrue in 
itſelf; but to him that e/teemeth any thing to be 
untrue, ta lim, in all moral conſtruction, it 15 
untrue. 


| W ee 


624) 
concerning each particular doctrine com- 
prehended in them, or which is ſtill 
more extraordinary, a promiſe from him 
to perſiſt in the lame * all bis life- 


time. 
This eee; of hat: to the 
rules and conſtitutions of his church, 


every one may honeſtly give, and adhere 


to, ſo long as upon full examination he 
continues ſatisfied, that there is nothing 
enjoined. by the ſaid church, manifeſtly 
repugnant to that ſupreme rule, where- 
unto both he and it ought ever to remain 


And 

In the church of Scotland, the uſual form of 
ſubſcription binds all intrants into the miniſtry, 
and all elders in their ſupreme judicatory, to aſſent 
to every propoſition in the #e/tmin/ler Confeſſion, as 
being founded in the holy Scripture, and promiſe 
to adhere to the ſaid perſuaſion 'to their: life's end.” 
Addreſs to the church of Scotland, p. 10. 1739. 

I am informed, that of late there haye been 
inſtances of a Subſcription admitted with particulor 
exceptions. * | 

In the e of Dublin they have na ſub- 


ſcription at all, by the direction of Archbiſhop Laud 


himſelf, as is ſuppoſed, when he was changing 
ſome of his opinions. 


(84 ) 

And though ſome well-meaning people 
may entertain ſuch high notions of eccle- 
ſiaſtical power, and its relation to the 
ſtate, as to be fond of drawing conſe- 
quences from one of theſe eſtabliſhments 
to the other; or politicians tnay find 
their account in artfully confounding 
them ; yet ſurely theſe are in themſelves 
very diſtinct things, and ought to be 
kept as clear from each other as is poſ- 
ible; ſo that neither of them be proſti- 
tuted to corrupt views. 

The terms of our communion in this 
life, ought neither to be ſtretched beyond 
thoſe of our common ſalvation in the 
next; nor other laws of Chriſtian fellow- 
ſhip introduced, beſide thoſe which the 
great Author and Finiſher of our Faith 
hath ſeen fit to appoint for the govern- 
ment of his church throughout all ages. 

Whereas it is juſtly apprehended, that 
ſeveral bye points and bye laws in many 
a church, that boaſts of its great purity 
and moderation, will hardly bear this 
teſt; being ſo foreign to the real eſſence 
of a Chriſtian ſociety, as to afford little 

| E ground 
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ground for their having been enacted at 


all; much leſs, enforced with pains and 
penalties, and ſurrounded with ſuch a . 
train of whole eſome ſeverities, as are pro- 1 
ductive of nothing but miſery and con- n 
| fuſion —ſuch as tend equally to diſtreſs 
men in their circumſtances, and diſturb v 
their peace of mind; to impair their n 
fortunes — injure their proſpects — blaſt K 
their reputations; and where full ſcope Wi 
is given to them, terminate in bodily WW 
inflictions: And all this, out of the bo 
pureſt and moſt pious concern for the wp 
ſouls of thoſe miſled men; or rather WM... 
[lince the. promoters of all this mult WF, 
know, that it is not the way to enlighten . 
and convert ſuch] the fouls of ſome Im 
others, whoſe ſafety is ſuppoſed to de- Who, 
pend upon the like meaſures. of 


The old and conſtant plea for every mor 
work of violence, every kind and degree xv; 


of perſecution, in religious matters ! wer 
"Tis farther obſervable, that in ſuch Hei 
minutiæ as compoſe a great part of the WF V 


x orpus et fyntagma Confeſſionum, there nen 
neither is, nor ever was any tolerable 
2 excuſe 


excuſe for obliging all the members of 
their reſpective churches to an exact uni- 
formity of opinion; were ſuch a thing 
indeed poſſible : nor, if theſe curious 
pints ſhould be deemed; of more impor- 
tance, than has yet been diſcovered ; and 
thoſe who impoſe them were the ſole 
judges of this importance, [a thing always 
taken for granted by themſelves, but 
perhaps not ſo eaſily proved] even then 
could they be juſtified in applying ſuch 
neans for the attainment of any end, in 
bow - favourable a light ſoever it might 
pear to the generality of their adhe- 
rents, or however flattering to them=- 
ſelres; how much ſoever it might promiſe 
o advance any ſecular intereſt, or eſtab- 
wh any pretenſions to ſuperior ſancti- 
nony ; and thereby enable ſuch diſciples 
of the meet and lowly Feſus, to lord it 
wer God*s heritage, inſtead of being 
examples to the flock; to have dominion 
mer their faith, rather than be helpers of 
T FT Joy. 
We now indeed profeſs other ſenti- 
nents and reſolutions. We are willing 
E 2 to 


En 
to allow thoſe who have the misfortune 
of diſſenting from us, to think freely 
for themſelves; and diſown the leaſt in- 
tention to deprive them of this freedom 
nay, rather extol that clemency, which 
ceaſes to puſh on a rigorous execution of 
the ſevere ſtatutes made againſt them in 
the days of our fathers, ſaying, ue 
had lived in thoſe days, we would not 
have carried matters with ſo high a hand, 

Yet, alas! do not even we ſometimes 
| betray an inclination to keep ſuch inhu- 
man laws ſtill hanging over their heads, 
and thereby hold the unhappy ſubjects of 
them under a hank upon occaſion, and 
have them always at our mercy? 

This may appear to ſome a more decent 
and refined piece of political wiſdom, which 
anſwers all ends more effectually, than 
either countenancing, or complying with, 
any attempt to enforce ſuch ſtatutes by a 
too odious and invidious proſecution, 
Whereas, in truth, theſe ſame penal 
laws, while they ſubſiſt, give ſo great 
encouragement to informers, that it 15 


often out of our power to prevent the 
| exe⸗ 


6 29 ) 
execution of them, were we never ſo 
well diſpoſed to do it: and it may at 
length perhaps merit our conſideration, 
whether an abſolute denial of relief to 
theſe our proteſtant brethren, on their 
repeated ſupplicatians (who beſt know 
their own ſore, and their own grief ) muſt 
not prove an ill return for all the labours 
which many of them have ſucceſsfully 
beſtowed upon the common cauſe of 
Chriſtianity and Proteſtantiſm; labours, 
which if every liberal writer or reader 
were as ready to reward, as he is to 
adopt, would have procured them a dif- 
ferent treatment from that of being ex- 
poſed to confiſcations, and impriſonment. 

We are told indeed, that it is ſometimes 
better and ſafer to let a law drop by diſuſe, 
than to aboliſh it by a formal repeal. 

But no example of this is given ; and 
it is ſo far from being the general ſenſe 
of our Legiſlature, that hardly a ſeſſion 
is ſuffered to paſs without expunging 
from their ſtatute books ſome or other 
of theſe antiquated ordinances. And we 
may well preſume they would have 

thought 


{ 
z 
. 
$ 7 
11 
I 3 
' [3 
4 
it 
c 
& 
73 
; 
L; 
ö 
BE, 
9 
9 
+ 
1 
1 
: 
© 
i 
10 
q 
o 
K 
TY 
| + 
: i 


— — —— — — ——— —ͤ vl — 
SSFEFTETr e . c rern 


( 30 ) 

thought it no good objection to a repeal 
of the laws againſt wwztches or gypſies, 
that it had been many years ſince one 
of that ſort of criminals ſuffered under 
fuch laws. | 

With reſpe& to an entire, complete 
Toleration, the matter of fact ſeems to 
be no other than this: In countries where 
moſt liberty is allowed, we find the moſt 
knowledge of Chriſtianity; and by con- 
ſequence, moſt room to expect the pureſt 
profeſſion of it. To what elſe can be 
aſcribed the manifeſt ſuperiority, which 
we ſo juſtly boaſt over our Popiſn neigh- 
bours? And ſhould not we, on any other 
occaſion in the world, think of extending 
an expedient, which, ſo far as it has hitherto 
been tried, ever has ſucceeded happily ? 

We are ſometimes indeed terrified 
with the miſchievous conſequences that 
might ariſe, if people were ſuffered 
to declare their own religions, without 
ſubſcribing to what ſome pleaſe to call 
the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity : and 
yet what miſchiefs have ariſen from 


permitting even the Jews to exerciſe 
| I their 


1 
© their religion, without any ſuch ſub- 
ſcription *? 
But how agrecable ſoever ſuch a Tole- 
ration may appear to all ſound policy, as 
well as to the firſt principles of our 
benevolent religion; it is much to be 
doubted, whether a conſiderable majority 
do not ſtill continue tenacious of quite 
different maxims, either from ſome ſuch 
apprehenſion as that abovementioned; 
or from ſome ſecret love of ſpiritual 
domination, which ſtill holds poſſeſſion 
of their hearts; and which is indeed 
ever preſenting itſelf, under a variety of 
ſpecious titles and appearances: 
| Though 


* I remember, indeed, a ſhort theological diſpute 
was once attempted to be raiſed againſt naturalizing 
them, from that ingenious topic the great danger of 
defeating prophecies, It was firſt ſtarted in a ſmall 
performance, ſaid to be done by one of the Common 
Council of London; which probably gave the origi- 
nal cue to ſome perſons, of greater eminence, for 
ſounding an alarm. This piece was wrote with 
much appearance of ſimplicity, and had a ſuitable 
text ſet before it: Theſe men being Fews, do exceed- 
ingly trouble our city.—This is not the only inſtance 
where the church's danger has been dragged into a 
queſtion purely political, and the odium theelogicum 
let looſe to ſerve a turn, 
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632) 
Though it be hardly now admitted as 


A POWER TO RULE THE coNscIENCES 
OF MEN; in which very form this favou- 


rite doctrine was long tacked, aukwardly 


enough, to the Bible itſelf, and appears 
there ſtill in ſeveral editions *: Yet it 
comes in for its claim of ſubmiſſian, as 
including ſome kind of coercive juri/dic- 
tion, ſome branch of a certain power of 
the keys ;—as an authority of order, &c. 
&c. whatever may be comprehended 
under ſuch more plauſible terms. 

But how fond ſoever ſome Clergymen 
may be of Clerical Authority, the beſt 
of their predeceſſors, the Apoſtles, ap- 
peared to have ſmall concern about it. 

When a warm controverſy aroſe in the 
church of Rome, concerning a diſtinction 
of days, and meats, and drinks ; of 
equal importance with many, that have 
ſubliſted ſince; we do not find St. Paul, 


with 


Vid. Contents of the latter part of Pſalm cxlix. 
Fd. Bill, 4to, 1702. Baſket, 4to, 1733. Do. fol. 
1739. Though I muſt do both our Univerſities 
the juſtice to remark, that in their ate editions, 
this is tolerably qualified, 


„„ © - 

with the officiouſneſs of later church 
governors, proceeding to frame an Article 
upon this queſtion; but on the contrary, 
laying each perſon to the per/ug/on of 
bis own. mind; and neither decreeing nor 
recommending any other practice or pro- 
ſeſſion relative to it, beſide that of n 
ind mutual forbearance *.-; 

What an engine for other en 
uus the Commiſſion; which Chriſt is ſup- 
poſed to have given St. Peter f, been in 
other hands! And yet Peter himſelf 
never- once appealed to it, nor claimed. 
any kind of pre-eminence from it.. Nay, 
t is ſomewhat remarkable that Mark, 
who is ſaid to have written under Peter's 
own inſpection, has omitted the very 
mention of this commiſſion, though he 
has preſerved the hiſtory which led to 
tt: ſo little anxious was the Apoſtle, 
or his primitive Diſciple, to diſplay any 
ſuch token of ſuperiority ! 

And how much greater reaſon have we 
a this day, to abandon all ſuch claims 

F under 


* Rom. xiv. Comp. 1 Cor. viii. 
+ Matth, xvi. 18. + Wark viii. 29. 
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under every denomination ? We have 
feen the effects of them early and 
late, abroad and at home: each period 
of church hiſtory yielding moſt abundant 
evidence, that all ſuch Fortiſications, ay 
they are uſually ſtiled, when once 
mounted with à proper train of artil- 
lery, and that properly played off, inſtead 
of ſerving to annoy the emp, are but 
too apt to hurt our friends. 


Such doctrinal Formularies exclude 
none, but conſcientious men, from any 
particular communion; they create no 
difficulty to others, who ſubſcribe them 
as things of courſe; and in the like 
circumſtances, will ſubſcribe any thing. 
Neither can theſe Teſts hinder the mot 
cautious and inoffenſive perſons from 
delivering their real ſentiments on any 
ſubject, which they judge to be of im- 
portance ; and where they muſt think 
themſelves obliged to bear their teſti- 
mony, notwithſtanding that the oppoſite 


fide happens to have been decreed with by 


all ſolemnity. | i 
of 


18) 

Nor in fact, does there now appear a 
leſs variety of opinions, though a leſs 
afe one, among thinking perſons, where 
any competent degree of liberty remains, 
than in all probability there would have 
been, if no ſuch decrees ever had exiſted, 

Nay, how could any thing, do we 
imagine,. but enjoining the belief, and 
annex ing .cmoluments to the profeſſion 
of ſundry opinions, have ever given 
importance to them, or cauſed conteſts, 
and created animoſities about them? 

Our Church at firſt proceeded on the 
oſt extenſive plan, of accommodating 
matters' with her ſeveral diſputants ; by 
the help of general, comprehenſive 
terms, trying to fate in ſuch as might 
bold different opinions on the various 
queſtions in debate. | 

But this ſoothing project proved of 
little avail, and of as ſmall continuance. 
dhe is indeed complimented for the 
Device, by one in high authority ; who 
forte himſelf with a perſuaſion, that 
by this means all clergymen within the 
realm * Willingly ſubſcribed ; whence he 

F 2 pProceeds 


(36 } 


proceeds to argue, in the ſame comfort- 
-able way, that they a/l agreed in the uſual 
meaning of the ſaid articles; and that men | 
of all forts took the ſame articles to be 
for them, even in thoſe curious points 
where the then differences lay: while at 
the very ſame time, and by the very ſame 
authority *, we ſee the intention of theſe 
articles defined in a different manner; 
and declared to be, not for "the covering 
and choking, but for avoiding diverſities if 
Opinions, and eftabl Hing conſent touching 
true religion; and are commanded to re- 
ceive them in the ſtrict, Iiteral, and gran- 
matical fonſe, and not fo draw them ajide 
any way; i. e. by any conſtruction, 

which might render them conformable 
to more approved methods of interpreting 
the Bible : Though it ſometimes proves 
more difficult to reduce their terms to 
ſuch conformity, than to extract the plain 
ſenſe of Scripture from itſelf, by com- 
DOE the ſeveral paſſages I on 


any 


* Concerning both the authority and ſenſe of 
this famous declaration, fee Moſbeim, Keel. Hit. 


vol. IV. Frs. note m. * * 


5 


any ſubject where it has given an expreſs 
deciſion; which indeed ſeldom happens 
to be the caſe, in ſuch points as are at 
preſent under conſideration. 1 


And ſince neither any paſſage of Scrip- 


ture, nor conſequently any good expo- 
fition of it, can have more than one 


neaning; if in ſupporting any doctrine 
deduced from ſuch paſſage, we are forced 
to have recourſe to what is called a Lati- 
inde of Interpretation, i. e. no interpre- 


tation at all: —if we be driven to ſuch 


vretched ſhifts, in order to get rid of the 
numerous perplexities which ſurround 
theſe knotty points, and make it ſo very 
difficult an attempt to unravel them :— 
Why cannot we at length learn prudence 
enough to give them up, and * them 
and us reſt in peace? 

ST truth, whatever be the pretence, the 


common aim 'of church' governours, at 
leaſt the conſequence, of demanding 


univerſal aſſent to articles of Faith, is 


not ſo much to fix any clear, Senberinfiints 


ſenſe on certain paſſages of Scripture, as 
fo add Geng: to deduce and infer 
certain 


| 
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certain points of doctrine beyond what 
| Scripture has declared, or we the vulgar, 
can find there; hereby fairly intimating 
pur inability to comprehend the thing 
ourſelves, and teaching us to acquieſce in 
theſe original determinations. rather than 
attempt it; to give credit to thoſe wiſe 
and learned perſons, who have taken ſa 
much pains, once for all, in removing all 
difficulties from us, in order both to ſave 
us the trouble, and ſecure us from the 
danger of encountering them. 
Or perhaps this whole plan may have 

been no more than a Faſhion with many 
framerg of modern. eccleſiaſtical conſti- 
tutions, formed merely in imitation of 
other old conſtitutions, and following 
that general practice, to. the contem- 
plation whereof they had ſo long becn 
habituated, that they did not well know 
how to go on without it ;—But. be this 
as it may. 

Let us next proceed to ſome Pleas 
offered in- ſupport of the practice. 

One of theſe, drawn from the facred 
Writings being capable of ſuch a variety 


( 59 ) 
of ſenſes, that men of widely different 
perſuaſions ſhelter themſelves under the 
fame forms of expreſſion z is anſwered, in 
the firſt place, by a query, Whether the 
Scriptures are in reality ſo differently 
interpreted, in points of real conſe- 
quence ; or whether taking this for 
granted, and making ourſelves the ſole 
judges of that conſequence, be not begs 
ging the whole queſtion ? _ 
- Secondly : If ſome few paſſages be 
capable of divers interpretations, - they 
are not more ſo than other ancient 
writings muſt - be, to perſons unac- 
quainted with the genius of the language, 
the notions, cuſtoms, &c. of thoſe times 
wherein they were written: nay, than 
theſe interpretations themſelves will be, 
when grown ancient, on the very ſame 
account, f 
Nor does the 8 mathe of eſtab⸗ 
liſhing authentic expoſitions mend the 
matter; but rather make it worſe, and 
add a new burden; ſince not only theſe 
Expoſitions will at length become equally 
difficult to be expounded, and adjuſted 
| to 


| 
| 


to the Text; as obſerved already; but 
are moreover attended with many other 


(49) 


ill effects, as will wed more fully 
hereafter. 4 
Another common acti of the ſime 


kind, is, that all ſorts of pe/izlent hereſies 
might be taught in public, if no ſuch 


reſtraint as this were laid upon the 


Teachers. 
To which it may briefly be: replied: ; 
Let thoſe, who are entrufted with the 


power of admitting perſons to be Teach- 


ers, carefully enquire into their qualifi- 
cations for that purpoſe; and according 


to the beſt of their judgments, reject ſuch 
perſons as they find either groſsly igno- 
rant of the great principles of religion, 
or whom they have juſt reaſon to ſuſpect 
of a determined reſolution to contemn 


them, and diſgrace their calling. But 
let ſuch examination into the characters 


of candidates for Holy Orders be directed 
to their general ſufficiency in Learning, 
and regularity of Manners, rather than 


become an inquiſition into their private 


ſentiments, or any particular opinions 


which 


( 41 ) 
which they have hitherto kept private, 
and may very reaſonably wiſh to do ſo, 
till they ſee cauſe to the contrary. 

And let ſuch as enter on this ſacred 
Office, be ready, in purſuance of the 
promiſe which they then make, with all 
faithful diligence to baniſh and drive away, 
li. e. by argument and exhortation] a// 
erroneous and range doctrines contrary to 
God's word: to this end, let the Church, 
if ſhe thinks fit, ſupply them with proper 
Comments on it, or Homies properly 
adapted to their own times; [both which 
were intended by thoſe excellent perſons, 
who procured the laſt Royal Commiſſion 
for a Review *, though perhaps they are 

.G not 
6 What reaſon have we to 3 the fate of this 
Commiſſion under which theſe great and good men 
had proceeded ſo far as to reviſe moſt of our 
Liturgy, and would have completed that glorious 
work, had they not been overpower'd by an oppoſite 
Faction, which ſoon put an end to all ſuch deſigns; 
nor have any ſince had the heart to undertake, few 
ſeem defirous of promoting ſuch a good work, though 
it muſt now become much more expedient from the 
mere length of time that has intervened, and more 


eaſy to be accompliſhed from the increaſe of Bibli- 
cal 


* 


| ( 
not now ſo neceſlary ;] together with a 
variety of occaſional Offices, [which was 
then likewiſe in all probability deſigned, 
and would be ſtill Highly uſeful ;] and, 
if you pleaſe, with Articles of Religion 
alſo, by way of more compendious in- 
ſtruction, or as Helps and directions for 
the more effectual diſcharge of their 
miniſtry *, But let her not convert what 
is thus provided for the edzfication of her 
ſons, into a ſnare for their agruction, by 
forcing them to maintain, and in effect 
ſwear to, the rectitude and certainty of 
every thing that ſhe delivers: which 
grand miſtake ſeems to have been the 
wpwrov tudes, that has occaſioned all the 
miſchief in theſe caſes. | 
Let not matters of doubtful d. ifputation 
which are endleſs; nor arbitrary, un- 
ſcriptural deciſions, which too commonly 
: encroach 
cal knowledge, and other concurrent advantages, 
ſince that period; and though the neceſſity for ſuch 
an undertaking be every day more and more ap- 
parent 


* This Maſßbeim repreſents to be the caſe preciſely 
with the Armikian Confeſſion, Eccl. Hiſt. © + 
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encroach upon the liberty of propbeſying. 
be made a Teſt of each perſon's qualifi- 
cation for the miniſtry; an indiſpenſable 
condition of his either being admitted 
to, or continuing in it. | | 

Nor need we go about to detect 
and abjure, or embarraſs ourſelves with 
entering a particular caveat againſt all 
thoſe 2wic&ed errors, which have been ad- 
nnced in oppoſition to the acknowledged 
we of our faith; [that method only 
ending, as was above intimated, to keep 
live all ſuch: abſurdities, and perpetuate 
them ;] ſince accordipg to the old maxim, 
ketum index ſui et obligui; on the very 
uppoſition of their being ſuch, they 
nuſt be ſufficiently diſtinguiſhable; [elſe 
ww come we by a ſufficient authority 
b condemn them?] and #bo/e who cauſe” 
ons and offences, may be eaſily marked 
md avoided, according to the Apoſtle's 
khortation *; though we may not fo 
adily er ſuch over to Satan, for 


ant of the ſame extraordinary and _ 
hlical gifts. | 


G 2 1 Ve 
Kom. xvi, 17. 
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Nor does any e one faction, in any re- 
üginns community, appear to give more 
juſt offence, and need more to be marked 
accordingly, than thoſe who hold ſuch 
principles of intolerance as are evidently 
inconſiſtent with the natural rights and 
| liberties of all mankind. 

Why may not every Be be left 
in the ſame ſituation with a Publiſber? 
liable to cenſure for impieties when 
uttered by him; but not bound before- 
hand to ſuch a clog of Precautzons, 2s 
burden thouſands for one that there is 

occaſion to reſtrain; and which may 
perhaps not improperly be termed a 

continuation of the old Proviſors, but 

inverted, and for a much worſe purpoſe; 

ſince thoſe. were only framed, in order 

to the more convenient ſeizing of prefer- 

ments when fairly vacant; theſe arc 

calculated either to make a diſtreſsfil 

vacancy of ſome, that may have been 

very. honeſtly obtained; or to preclude 

the attainment of others, 25 means ne 

leſs premature. 


(45) 


diſcipline, built upon principles purely 
Chriſtian, require ſuch expedients; nor 
do the holy Scriptures ever enjoin, or 
warrant them; nor does the Bible itſelf 
want an -eſtabliſhed fence to guard, or 
authoritative comment to expound it : 
but men are always wanting ſome means 
or other to extend its bounds, - or as they 
modeſtly preſume, improve upon it, 
They long to introduce ſome parts of 


their own ſyſtem, [by which they have 
ever been accuſtomed to interprer it;] 


where they conclude, that the ſacred 
Writers have left matters ſhort, or not 
expreſſed them with that propriety and 
perſpicuity which night be wifhed; or 
not adapted themſelves to ſubjects in 
vogue ſince their times. 

Such men are conſtantly in ger of 
departing from their rule, ſo far as they 
ſet up another in any degree ſubſidiary 
to it; or pay the ſame implicit obedience 
to human authorities, as is due to that 
alone; or 80 one ftep farther than 

3 that 


4} In ſhort, neither does any church 


(46) 
that has gone in —_ n which it 
decides. 

Nor can any plan be. ed as a 
Center of Union *, or ground of Unity 
in Opinion; or Line drawn to fix the 
Limits of a Chriſtian ſociety; —or other 
foundation laid by any man for its ſtability : 
—nor ought other bars to be ſet for the 
reſtraint of Catholic communion, beſide 
thoſe already ſet by that infallible Guide, 
which is alone able to conduct us to the 
mark and prize of our high calling; ta 
make us wiſe unto ſalvation, and e 

furniſhed unto all good works f. 
It would be leſs neceſſary to repeat 
theſe trite and obvious reflections, were 
i 
For the like purpoſe of zeping men together, 
and as a monument, or mark, [Gen. xi. 4, Comp. 
Mortbington, B. L. § 8. and Goguet, Orig. of Laws, 
&c. Introd. p. 2*.] to preſerve and perpetuate that 
kind of union among them, was the tower of Babel 
erected by the great political architects of thoſe 
times: and perhaps it will be thought worth ob- 
ſerving, that a like fate, i. e. Confuſion, has attended 


ſome other ſtructures raiſed by their ſucceſſors i in the 
ſame art, and for the very ſame end. 


+ 2 Tim. iii, 15, 16, 17. 
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it not equally obvious to remark the no- 
torious inconſiſtency, which has at all 
times prevailed concerning them: v. g. 
This perfect ſufficiency of holy Scripture, 
moſt Churches are willing enough to 
allow in words, but in fact as conſtantly 
deny it; and have recourſe to Forms of 
their own deviſing to ſupply for they 
can mean nothing elſe but ſupplying] the 
defects of it; reſolved to become vie 
above what is there written, and to ſeek 
out for themſelves better ways of writing, 
than thoſe which /zemed good to the Holy 
Gb, 

This whole attempt therefore to ſettle 
Scripture doctrines, or rather ſubſtitute 
others in their room, through unſcrip- 
tural interpretations, is by ſome deemed 
unneceſſary; by others impious. 

And ſurely ſuch a conduct will amount 
to ſomething very different from that of 
eſtabliſhing Ferme of Prayer, and public 
Offices, or of decreeing Rites and Cere- 
montes ; which Scripture has left at large, 


under that general Canon of Decency 
and Order *, 
'Theſe 


* I Cor. XIV. 40. 


. 
Theſe ſeem to be proper ſubjects of a 
ſpecial determination, to prevent diviſions 
and confuſion in Divine Worſhip ; and as 
the notions of mankind concerning moſt 
of them, vary in various times and places; 
and none in particular are eſteemed of 
abſolute neceſſity to falvation :—theſe 
may very ſafely be determined by the 
reſpective - governors in each country, 
[which, one would think, muſt afford 
ground enough to ſupport the beſt Eſtab- 
liſhmient ;] though the fewer ſuch are, 
and the more ſuited to the native ſim- 
plicity, and true genius of Chriſtianity, 
the ſafer ſtill and the better. 
But if men will go farther than this, 
and aſſume the ſame power in ſelecting 
and enacting certain doQrines, as prime 
articles of Faith; it behoves them care- 
Fully to guard againſt all errors and 
abuſes, by keeping as ſtrictly as is poſlible 
to the very words of Scripture *. 
/ Nor 
© In matters of Revelation I think it not only 


4 but our Duty, as far as any one delivers it 


ſor Revelation, to ber Wie to ae words of Serip- 
tute, 


8 
Nor let it here be ſaid, that for the 


fake reaſon, none but Beripture / lan- 
guage ſhould be uſed in preaching 


ſince the two eaſes are widely different: 
the one peremptorily decides matters for 
us, and binds them upon us; the other 
purpoſes only to inſtru and aſſiſt us in 
the true ſenſe and fight uſe of God's holy 
word; by explaining and enforcing it 
according to modern ideas, and the uſual 
modes of reaſoning in our part of the 
| world; by rightly dividing it, and ap- 
plying proper portions of it to the feve- 
ral exigencies of a congregation ; fot 
the ſoundneſs, pertinence, and propriety 
whereof, every Preacher is well under- 
ſtood to be anſwerable; and therefore 
muſt be allowed to make uſe of ſuch 
terms, as he finds beſt ſuited to his 
purpoſe. Nor is there now-a-days a 
Divine authority pretended to, in any 
particular inſtance | of EG a 
ho ne _ 2 


ture, lab he will aſſume to himſelf the authority 
of one inſpired, or make himſelf wiſer than the 
Holy Spirit himſelf.” Locke on n Identity. Anſw. 
to Biſhop of — 
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tained. 
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So little reaſon can there be for.draw- 
ing a parallel between theſe two, either 
as to the mode and end of their inſtitu- 


tion, or in point of uſe and edification. 


Our Church repeatedly affirms, that 
the holy Scriptures contain all doctrines 
required of ineceſſity for. eternal ſalvation; 
and as theſe were originally delivered to 
the very loweſt of the people, and in the 
moſt popular language, the ſubſtance of 
them will at all times be. ſufficiently 
intelligible; nor can any ſet of Pro- 
poſitions on any Fundamentals of the 
Chriſtian Faith, . [which laſt perhaps will 
appear on examination, to be much 
fewer than are generally imagined, ] be 
expreſſed more clearly and diſtinQly, 
than is there done to our hands, over 


and over; due allowance being made for 
the foreſaid difference between the then 


popular modes of ſpeaking and our own. 
Nor can we juſtly claim the power of 
calling any man to account for his ſenti- 
ments on any ſubject n not thus aſcer- 
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In other curious points, which have at 
all times conſtituted the bulk of learned 
Controverſy, if we find perſons fixing 
wrong ſenſes, as we think, on any parts 
of Scripture; that can hardly give us a 
Tight of pinning it down for them by a 
particular one of our own, how juſt and 
reaſonable ſoever we may apprehend it 
to be ; ſince none of us openly pretend 
to infallibility ; ; though we are too often 
tempted to behave as if we had it, and 
too apt to affect ſomething really equiva- 
lent to it. | 

It is this fatal ſcheme 'of making ours 
the meafure of every other man's Faith, 
and obtruding it upon him, inſtead of 
having it to ourſelves before God; which 


above all things tendeth, and will always 


tend, to increaſe the growth of infidelity 
amongſt us;—To create a careleſs dif- 
regard, or a faſtidious contempt of all 
religion in ſome perfons—with a ſevere 
cenſure of, and a ſtrong renitency againft 
this abhorred practice of enforcing what- 
ever may be taken for it, in others; 
who ſeem determined thoroughly to ſift 
: H 2 our 


, 
: 
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our Conſtitution ;: And it is evident, that 
by the increaſe of general knowledge, and 
a no leſs general taſte for liberty, numbers 
become equally qualified and diſpoſed to 
do ſo; While others yet appear not to 
þe duly ſenſible, under what difficulties 
we of the Eſtabliſhment muſt lie, in ſuch 
A confuſed ſtate of things, as is neceſ- 
ſarily produced by the want of thoſe 
" timely reviſals, and gradual reformations 
which might enable. it to keep pace with 
each improvement in every branch of 
ſcience round about us. | 

Mere ſome perſons ſufficiently apprized 
of this, they would not ſurely be ſo for- 
ward to ſuſpect us of bypocrafy and pre- 
varication, while we eſteem ourſelves 
bound to keep up all theſe forms, till 
relieved by proper authority: : nor im- 
pute it wholly to our private intereſt, 
when we miniſterially comply with what 
we are not able to remove; and pati- 
ently remain in poſts, however invidi- 
ouſly miſrepreſented, where it is con- 
geived that we may do more good, and 
perform a more acceptable ſervice to our 
| com- 


( 88 ) 
common Maſter ;; by continuing to la- 


bis own time for opportunities of uſing 


our little influence [hereby prevented 
from growing ſtill leſs] towards prunin g 


a few wild. branches in it, and rooting 


out ſome of the rankeſt weeds; rather 
than deſpond immediately on every cauſe 
of offence, that muſt occur to us; or 
peevichly revolt at each injurious re- 
proach, that will be caſt upon us *. If 


1 It is none of the terms of communion in our 
Church, as I know of, that we ſhall think it in 
every reſpect perfect, that nothing is wanting to make 
it complete either in its Government, Diſcipline, 
or Worſhip, Nor is it contrary to the principles 
of honey and ſmeerity for any one to miniſter or 
communicate in a Church, though he think ſome- 
thing or other in it may be made better, and more 
adapted to the ends of religion, and the intereſts 
of Chriſtianity, Almighty God, though without 
all doubt he would have his Church as perfect in 
al reſpe&s as poſſible, yet without doubt alſo he 
would not have us upon every defect we imagine to 
be in it, withdraw ourſelves from the communion 
of it; becauſe at this rate we muſt not communi- 
cate at all, but live ſeparately from all the Churches 
in the world, Heady s Reaſonableneſs of Confor- 


mity, 


— k 


£2 
our firſt Reformers had quitted their ſla- 
tions in the Church, inſtead of ufing all 
their painful endeavours to amend it; 


3 . * 1 * c 


FIST < we 
mity. Works, Vol. I. p. 260. That to ſeparate 
from the Church is not a likely way of making it 
more perfect, is ſhewn at large by the ſame truly can. 
did and judicious writer, who has indeed exhauſted 
the whole ſubject, and whoſe irrefragable arguments 


in favour of private judgment, one might well | 
think, ſhould have ſettled all' the doubts and dif- | 
feulties on that head, ſo far as argument is able to 
ſettle them, and rendered it unneceſſary for the 
ſame work to be done over again, ſo long as ever p 
the Bangorian Controverſy i is remembered, ? 
To proceed with him 'on a queſtion ſomewhat p 
more delicate, but not leſs ſeaſonable at preſent. It 
is true, that upon the ſuppoſition that the Church 5 
may be made more perfect, nothing will hinder Wl * 
conſidering men from promoting fuch attempts 1 
as will do it. No unreaſonableneſs or unaccount- i 
able behaviour, no aggravations or invectives, no # 
violence or heat, in any who differ from them, 10 
ought to have fuch an effect upon their minds, 3s 
to render them unwilling, or indiſpoſed to encou- * 
rage a farther Reformation ; becauſe their failings 2 
belong to themſelves, and not to the cauſe in hand, 15 
and can make that neither better nor worſe. If it Wl "2 


be reaſonable in itſelf, it will be ſo, whoever eſpouſe 
it, or by what methods ſoever they attempt it: if, 


and the Perfection of a Church i is a thing of that 
moment, Whe 


n 
we ſhould have little reaſon * to 


admire their ſpirit, or applaus their con- 


a * 1; oh r fy: 
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moment, that nothing ought to dtbert 18 Tron 
preſſing towards it. But then on the other ſide, 
would any who ſeriouſly deſire this acconimodation, 
and wiſh for ſuch conceſſions, take ſuch methods 
to procure them as in the ordinary and conſtant 
courſe of things muſt reſiſt and hinder them!“ 
h p. 266. I may appeal to the reaſon and expe- 
nente of mankind, and to the known movements 
of human nature, if it be not more likely, by 
patience and tenderneſs, by conformity to men in all 
lawful things; by courteſy and amity, by keeping up 
2 friendſhip and good correſpondence, by calmneſs 
and temper, by moderation and- candour, to bring 
them to a. yielding / diſpoſition - and a, compliant 
humour, to incline their affections and their good- 
vill towards us, and ſo to diſpoſe them to be ready 
to make abatements and alterations, than by ſeparating 
from them as perſons unworthy of our conſtant com- 
nunion, by aggravating - and loading their - cauſe 
vith all the eyil we can invent, by putting the 
worſt conſtruction upon all their actions, by draw- 
Ing the people from them, and encouraging their 
prejudices againſt them, by ſetting up other Forms 
of Church . Government and Worſhip, at the wideſt 
ſtance from them. Let me aſk any perſon 
Fhether of theſe two is the moſt probable method 
of attaining this end? Ibid. p. 270. 


g 
| 
| 
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In the mean time it muſt afford no 
ſmall ſatis faction to every ſober-minded 
examiner, that our Church in her excel- 
lent Offices of Ordination, and likewiſe 
in ſome parts of her Articles, directs us 
to the ſure rule of God's holy word; 
and exhorts us to ſhew all" diligence in 

reading and ſtudying it, and making uſe 
of every help to improve and perfect our 
knowledge in it; and has with great 
ſolemnity required us fo inſruct the people 
out of it, and teach nothing as of neceſity 
to ſalvation, but that which may be proved 
by it, 

And greater would the fatinfadtion ſtil 
have proved, had equal care been taken 
to preſerve that rule inviolate ! Happy 
would it have been for ſome of her ſons, 
had ſhe, by an uniform adherence to the 
ſame rule, ſteadily renounced, or in 2 
perfectly conſiſtent manner explained 
that * in Controverſies of Faith*, 

which 


* Some have endeavoured to ſoften 1 by ſug- 

geſting that it means no more than the weight 0 

her judgment or advice in doubtful points; like that 
X * : 0 
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which ſets her. independent of it, in their 


apprehenſion; who may be tempted to 
enquire, Whether ſuch a pretenſion, 


under whatſoever. ſavimgs of privgte judg- 
ment, ſa clauſe which ſeems here to be 
quite.nugatory,] has not a manifeſt ten- 
dency to diſgrace any church in the 
world, and impair the * influence 
of its miniſters? __ 

Whether it does not obſtruct every fair 
nd impartial ſearch into the true ſcope 
of the Divine Oracles; and make men 
backward even to look into them, for fear 
of finding there ſomething not quite 
conſiſtent with what they have already 
aſented to, and muſt beware of ever 
rarying from at their peril? 

Whether it does not tend to ſtoꝑ any 
n progreſs in religious knowledge; 

1 1 8 cauſing 


of any other collective body at a conſultation in any. 
cience or profeſſion.— But is there not a material 
liference between offering ſuch judgment or advicg 
If way of inſtruQion, or for the clearing up of 
Gubts in any caſe; and iſiſting on its being fol- 
owed, or inforcing its weight even to the ruin of 


Ul thoſe, who cannot in their own conſciences. . 


fomply with ſuch advice ? 


| ws 
| cauſing that 10 be decided once for al, 
| buy one particular ſet of men, and theſ 
= perhaps in times not the moſt knowing; 
which, if at all proper to be decided, 
were better left to the ſucceſſive enquiries 
of ſeveral orders and profeſſions, and to 
my growing wiſdom of ages? 
Whether it does not manifeſtly diſturb 
the public tranquillity ; 3 and heap up per- 
petual matter of contention, by advancing 
fome points for eſſentials in religion, 
-which are very far removed from the 
foundation of it; and by a warm conteſt 
for ſuch, and [as it too generally happens] 
fach alone, miſplacing all the merit, and 
eſteem of its profeſſors; and in pro- 
portion to the prevalence of that fame 
ſpirit, deadening their zeal, and di 
couraging their Jabours, in every thing | 
| lovely, virtuous, and prai 1ſe-worthy ; i. e. 
| * and profitable unto men? | 
| IT he caſe of general indiſcriminate im- ' 
poſition, ſeems not much better with 
reſpect to collections of unreformed Sta- 
= | tutes in our bodies corporate, both Eccl- 
| Jaſtic and Collegiate ; to the obſervance 
= whereot 
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whereof young perſons are obliged to 
take an Oatb, or loſe the benefit of ſuch 


emoluments and education; which muſt 


tender all theſe oaths cheap, whilſt many 
of the contents, thus ſworn to in the 
zroſs, by growing uſeleſs, or impraQti- 
cable, are eſteemed N 8 55 worth a 1 8 N 
dation? * 35 
| | Nor 
Some old framers and impoſers of ſtatutes, have 
been wiſe enough to inſert particular authors, to 
the reading whereof they confined their reſpectiye 
ſtudents ; and if their ſucceſſors had been no wiſer 
than to purſue the fame plan of education, it would 
have moſt effectually put an end to all improve- 
ments; and we might have ſtuck faft in Ariftotle 
to this day. Vid. Stat. Ox. Tit. 4. . 4. 9, 10. 
Stat. Cant. c. 4. Trin. Coll. ib. c. 9. Prælector 
Ilſotelem i in docendo philoſophiam, alium autho- 


tem præterea neminem, interpretetur. 
We cannot expect, that ſuch conſtitutions ſhould 


be much more judicious in the article of Divinity. 


But yet for the credit of ſome of our foundations, 
it ought to be known, that the following truly pro- 
teſtant oath is annexed to their ſtatutes. 

Ego N. P. meipſum aſtringo, et Deo teſte pro- 
mitto ac ſpondeo, Primo, me veram Chriſti Reli- 
gionem omni animo complexurum, Scripturz au- 
thoritatem hominum judiciis præpoſiturum, regu- 
lam vitæ et ſummam fidei ex verbo Dei petiturum: 

I 2 e 
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Nor is it any great wonder, if the 
generality in each caſe think there is no 
ſufficient reaſon for debarring themſelves 
from tlie chief advantages of ſociety, by 
ſerupling to comply with certain Forms, 
containing ſuch directions, as by length 
of time and change of circumſtances, 
are become ſo very unfit for the purpoſes 
intended by them, that there is every 
reaſon to believe, the Founders and origi- 
| nal Impofers "themſelves, neither meant 
| nor wiſhed, that in ſuch circumſtances 
| they ſhould ever continue to be obſerved, 
While again, numbers will ſuffer all the 
| inconveniences attending each fruitleſs 
endeavour to preſerve their freedom, and 


ſhake off theſe irkſome fetters : whereof 
we have too frequent, ſome melancholy 
examples. And if ſtill greater prejudice 
do not hence ariſe, both to the civil and 
religious intereſts of many worthy men | 
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amongſt us, it muſt be merely accidental; 
owing more perhaps to the wiſdom and Wh 
6: aj good 


Set contrarias verbo Dei opiniones omni volun- 
tate et mente refutaturum ; Vera conſuetis, ſcripta nn 
feriptis, in Religionis cauſa antebabiturum. | 
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good nature of our governors, or the 
mild temper of the times, than either to 
the laws, or ſpirit of our conſtitution, | 
28 that now ſtands, and probably will 
ſtand a while longer. 

May all thoſe, who really wiſh. well to 
it, be induced to conſider; that if a falſe, 
obdurate policy among the Jewiſb rulers, 
refuſing to be reformed when their time 
was fully come, [and determining rather 
to cruſh all thoſe who propoſed and urged 
the proper means of any Reformation,] 
brought on the diſſolution of that degene- 
rate ſtate, which ſuch weak policy was 
purely calculated to avoid: Whether a 
like ſettled reſolution to ſupport the 
maxims and traditions of our forefathers, 
and adhere to the ſame meaſures for fecu- 
ring ſome preſent eaſe and advantage ; 
while we reject all thoſe things that 
belong to our /a/ting peace, how fre- 
quently ſoever they have been pointed 
out, and preſſed upon us ;—whether, I 
lay, this may not haſten the deſtruction 
of our Jeruſalem, when we are equally 
5 inſen- 


( 6 ) 
inſenſible of its approach, athd unable 
to withſtand itt! 
However, as I cannot but n it to 
be the duty of every one in this our day, 
to contribute what lies in his power to 
the preſervation and improvement both 
of church and ſtate, by embracing all 
fair opportunities to further, and com- 
plete their reformation; I have endea- 
voured to perform what appeared to be 
a part of my own duty on the preſent 
occaſion, and humbly ſubmit -the event 
to the allwiſe diſpoſal of an ä 
| Providence. 


